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USACE Flood Defense Infrastructure
Risk Characterization

Levees - LSAC 4
Levees - LSAC 3
Levees - LSAC 2
Levees - LSAC 1
Dams - DSAC 4
Dams - DSAC 3
Dams - DSAC 2
Dams - DSAC 1
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Warning and Mobilization 
Timeline
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Message Content
 The single most 

important thing that an 
emergency manager can 
do to motivate effective 
public protective action is 
to provide the best 
emergency messages 
possible.
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Measuring and Quantifying
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Cry Wolf Syndrome

 Asking the public to 
evacuate for a flood 
emergency that does not 
ultimately occur will 
reduce compliance next 
time
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Traffic Accidents

 Traffic accidents 
increase during 
mass evacuations
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Traffic accidents decrease 
because traffic is moving at 
slower speeds, generally in a 
single direction, and people are 
more cautious and more 
considerate.
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Recent Products
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More Information

 jason.t.needham@usace.army.mil
 “A guide to public alerts and warnings for 

dam and levee safety emergencies”
►http://silverjackets.nfrmp.us/Home/Newsroom
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