
US Army Corps of Engineers
BUILDING STRONG®

EMERGENCY ACTION 
PLAN GUIDEBOOK

Presented by:
Terry Zien and
Bonnie Greenleaf



BUILDING STRONG®

Emergency Action Plan Guidebook

Background

Purpose

Overview of 
Guidebook

Discussion of Key 
Chapters



BUILDING STRONG®

Minnesota Silver Jackets
Natural Hazard Risk Management Team

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/archive/0/08/20080730174956!USGS_logo.png&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:USGS_logo.png&usg=__uJMYrkQCuCQvZGl_aeld7wUVpik=&h=299&w=812&sz=169&hl=en&start=4&itbs=1&tbnid=bggG_6SkOyr2eM:&tbnh=53&tbnw=144&prev=/images?q=usgs+logo&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/archive/0/08/20080730174956!USGS_logo.png&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:USGS_logo.png&usg=__uJMYrkQCuCQvZGl_aeld7wUVpik=&h=299&w=812&sz=169&hl=en&start=4&itbs=1&tbnid=bggG_6SkOyr2eM:&tbnh=53&tbnw=144&prev=/images?q=usgs+logo&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1


BUILDING STRONG®

North Dakota Silver Jackets
Natural Hazard Risk Management Team

North Dakota State Water 
Commission

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/archive/0/08/20080730174956!USGS_logo.png&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:USGS_logo.png&usg=__uJMYrkQCuCQvZGl_aeld7wUVpik=&h=299&w=812&sz=169&hl=en&start=4&itbs=1&tbnid=bggG_6SkOyr2eM:&tbnh=53&tbnw=144&prev=/images?q=usgs+logo&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/archive/0/08/20080730174956!USGS_logo.png&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:USGS_logo.png&usg=__uJMYrkQCuCQvZGl_aeld7wUVpik=&h=299&w=812&sz=169&hl=en&start=4&itbs=1&tbnid=bggG_6SkOyr2eM:&tbnh=53&tbnw=144&prev=/images?q=usgs+logo&hl=en&sa=G&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1


BUILDING STRONG®

Emergency Action Plan Guidebook
Purpose

Provides step by step instructions for 
developing an emergency action plan
 Tailored towards small and medium 
sized communities or tribes

Recognizes that a lot of 
information may exist, but is 
not recorded
Focus is on getting started:  
this is intended to be a living 
document.
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Overview

Recommends an eight-month 
process for a local team to develop a 
plan:
Uses minimum acronyms
Each chapter includes:
 “If you only have time to do one 

thing” suggestion at the 
beginning of each chapter

 A checklist at the end of each 
chapter.
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Overview

 Includes:
 21 forms or samples 
 62 links to other examples, 

guidebooks, and related 
articles.

Social Media and Hurricane Sandy: 
Lessons Learned 
https://communities.firstresponder.gov/DH
S_VSMWG_Lessons_Learned_Social_Me
dia_and_Hurricane_Sandy_Formatted_Jun
e_2013_FINAL.pdf

https://communities.firstresponder.gov/DHS_VSMWG_Lessons_Learned_Social_Media_and_Hurricane_Sandy_Formatted_June_2013_FINAL.pdf
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Chapters1. Introduction

2. Authority
3. Mutual Aid Agreements
4. Personnel for Flood Organizations
5. Contacts
6. Flood Elevations and History
7. Tasks and Prioritized Actions
8. Emergency Shelters
9. Evacuation
10.Utilities
11.Critical Facilities
12.Hazardous Materials
13.Communications
14.Training and Exercises
15.Mitigation, Floodplain Management 

and Insurance:  Lessons Learned
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Questions?
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For more information:

 Check out the guidebook at:  
http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/ and 
follow the quick links

Or contact Terry Zien

Or Bonnie Greenleaf

http://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/
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