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     The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) Rehabilitation Program, 
administered in accordance with Public Law 84-99, as amended (33 
U.S.C. 701n), is the voluntary program by which USACE can assist in 
repairing levee systems and other flood risk management projects after a 
flood event if the projects meet specified eligibility criteria.    

 
As a result of its advances in flood risk management policies and 

public feedback, USACE will make changes to the Rehabilitation 
Program to encourage broader flood risk management activities.  
Example activities may include emergency preparedness planning, risk 
communication, and prioritizing maintenance activities based on risk.    

 
To implement this new program direction, USACE will use a two-step 

process – 
 
Step 1:  Interim Policy for Eligibility Determinations for the Rehabilitation Program 
 

• The Interim Policy was issued on March 21, 2014 and will be effective until the final policy is issued.   
• The interim eligibility criteria only apply to levee systems.  Eligibility status of other flood risk management 

projects will remain unchanged until the final policy is issued.         
• USACE will continue to inspect levee systems as regularly scheduled and using the same inspection 

items that are currently being used.  Overall system ratings will still be provided, but they will not be linked 
to eligibility.  Complete inspection reports will continue to be important to public sponsors for identifying 
potential problems and for planning their maintenance programs and other risk management activities. 

• Eligibility determinations for levee systems will be based on a subset of inspection items.  The subset was 
chosen based on item descriptions being directly related to performance, as well as, ensuring eligibility 
criteria does not incentivize public sponsors to take actions that may negatively impact natural resources. 

• The option to work with USACE to develop plans to improve levee systems as provided for in the System-
wide Improvement Framework policy will continue to be an option for maintaining eligibility. 

 
Step 2:  Final Policy Development 
 

• USACE will solicit ideas for new eligibility criteria both internally and externally to USACE. 
• New eligibility criteria will be developed in coordination with other USACE policies under development, for 

example, those related to its Flood Risk Management and Levee Safety Program.   
• USACE will publish a proposed rule for 33 CFR Part 203, the CFR associated with the Rehabilitation 

Program, for public comment. 
• The final policy implementing the new directions for the Rehabilitation Program will be issued soon after 

the final rule for 33 CFR Part 203 is published.    
• It is anticipated that the issuance of a final policy will take at least 12 months.    

 
Additional information about this effort can be found at,   
 
http://www.iwr.usace.army.mil/Missions/FloodRiskManagement/FloodRiskManagementProgram 
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