DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
~NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P. O. BOX 60267
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 70160

*IN PEPLY REFER TO .- : _ :
LIRIED-}P Coon o , 1l June 1973

Honorable Russell B. Long
tnited States Sonata
Washington, BC 20510

| Doax Sen&tor Longs

~Thias is in reply to your letter of 29 May 1973 regarding 'x. Charles
Torres' letter concerning the St, t:.‘;a*lc.«:s Parish lekefront leoves :
feature of the Lake Pontel x«rLruia, Lotdsliona and Viginity, hurricane.
- protection project.

I have concluded that the proposed St. Charles Pavish lakefront leves
appears teo gossibly have nore adverse cavizosmental inpacts then can

be reasonably justified by oifsetting flood protection benefits.. SrE-
fore, I have initiated a cowplets resvaluation of this proicct ‘Ff"‘e.{.LiZ'?* '
to inclm:a addd ¢ional c,.t,tmz.lesi envirormoptal studies desigred to rorve
thoroughly evaluate tiie natwral values associated with the st. Charles.
levee. Thae raevaluation, to be completed in about 1l~12 mont 10, will
‘also include ecchomic, dasograrhicy, and land-usa sﬁ.u:uea, and enginecor-

. ing slternatives. An extensive public participation yrorra;.: will al_;o
'be a major element of the reaevalu&{:len. :

The St C‘«:zrlcs Invirourantal tomc,.l, asong ot}‘cxrg, ‘has been diraetly

-inmlved in the aforarontioned study. Information and assistance :
offered by the council hava een of great value and its views, as well

as the vicews of all concormed mx:..ics, will continve to be considarsd

: tnroughm.t the course of the reevalusticn, Bowever, not until CO;‘..”.A,...atiQﬂ

of the study can a £final recommendation be rade conce rning the St.

'charles levee whlch will best ss.rv,c.e the overall pmlic Anterest,

If 1 can be of any furthar assiatince in this matter, nlaa.,a let
piz }:now. »

Sincarely yours,
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