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Name of feature:

STATUS REPORT

I.,AKE PONrcHARTRAIN, ICIUTSIANA AND VICTNITY

St. Charles Parish Lakefront Levee

Descript ion: (Attach 1).  As ini t iSl ly authorized on 27 October 1955' the
St. Charles Parish lakefront levee feature of the Lake Pontchartrai-n
project provided for the construction of a new levee 5.5 miles in length
along the lakeshore from the Bonnet Carrer Spillway to the east St.
Charles Parish boundary; a lateral return levee to extend 3.8 rniles
along the Parish Line Canal to the lll inois Central Railroad; interior
drainage ditches along the length of both levees; and a drainage struc-
ture at the lakeward end of the lateral levee.

Studies made subsequent to authorization, and in support of the prepara-
tion of the general design memorandum (30 September 1969), resulted in
several changes to the project plan. The net grade of the lakefront
Ievee was revised upward fron 10 feet to L2.O-L2.5 feet in accordance
with the results of more severe hurricane parameters. A1so, investiga-
tions revealed that the Parish Line Canal is no longer a navigable
waterway of the State of Louisiana, therefore allowing a closure at the

r. lakeward termj.nus of the canai, and eliminating the need for a lateral
\ . .  return levee, and associated drainage structure, as wel l  as a paral lel i "ng

drainage ditch. Additionally, a drainage structure was added to the
lakefront levee alinement. The present project plan is shown on plates

1 through 4 (Attach 1).

Oegqn and Construcgion : The GDM was initiated in April 1967 and

approved in November 1970. On 28 December 1970' local interests were

requestecl to furnish the rights-of-way required for the project. By

December L972, the Pontchartrain Levee Distr ict  had furnished nearly.
all of the i i)essary rights-of-way. 

t:

Deferral  Act ion: (Attach 2).  Early in 1973, the Distr ict  Enqineer,
C"I""eI Rf.'h"rd L. ilunt, determine-d that the St. Charles levee appeared

to possibly have more adverse env*,onmental impacts than could reasonably

be just i f ied by offsett ing f lood protect ion benef i ts.  Therefore, he

concluded that further studies would be reguired to support a decision
on whether to proceed ivith the levee. Construction of the levee was

deferred and these studies were initiated. On lE June 1913, Governor ,

Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950. This act added two

streams in the area - Bayous Trepagnier and LaBranche - to the, Louisiana

Natural and Scenic Rivers System. As a result, Colonel Hunt sought from
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the State a determination of the influence that the inclusion of -.hese

streams in the System would have on the proposed levee construction'

(See  A t tach  2 . )

Based on infornation provided by Mr. J. Burton Angelle, Administrator of

the System, Colonel Hunt concluded that the levee could not be buil-t

without contravening state law" Accordingly, the studies which had been

initiated to provide a basis for a decision on whether to proceed with

the levee were reoriented to provide an essential base of enrironmental

and technical data for use in developing optimum procedures for operaf-ion

of the overall Lake Pontchartrain' La. and Vicini+-y project.

4 i r i@: 
(At tach 3) .  Considerable in terest  in  an

Afrl i"e High*"y IUS Hfgh*"y 6f) alinement of the levee has been expressed

by the res idents of  s t .  char les Par ish.  Ear ly  in  1975,  a pre l iminary

sluay of this alinement was conducted. (see Attach 3- ) The results

indicated that a further, more detailed investigation of this alternative

was advisabie. Such an investigation is now being conducted with the

results expected in May Lg76. An additional consideration in any

Airl ine Highway alinement decision is the adequacy of the Jefferson

Parish lateral return levee under hurricane conditions. Although the

existing grade of this return levee is adequate, the structural stabil it 'r

may not be. At a minimun, the steel sheet pile must be cappe<l with

concrete. Another consideration is whether or not the adoption of an

alternate alinement would reguire new Congressional authorization' This

is under studY now.

Environmental Studlz: In consideration of the interest in alternatives t-o

the lakefrorrt . iTi6^ent, the expanded environmental studies were further

modified to place emphasis on determining the importance of the St' Charles

marsh. A contract for these studies is currently being hegotiated with the

Center for wetland Resources of Louisiana State university. This sbudi' can

begin hopefu l ly  in  the Fal l  o f  th is  year  (1976),  and wi l l  l -ast  fo t  2 years '

rt wil l terl us about the productivi-t1z of the lake ' and abou'L the input

and export of various elements which determine the productivity' It wil l

also tell r-f --; l:out the distribution ancl abundance of certain organisms

indicative of the productj.vity. The contract wil l also call ff 1 an

interim report on the St. Charles marsh, should developments make such a

report desirable 1.,

Economics:  (At tach 4) .  Based on the 14 August  I97O economic reanalys is

(Attach 4). accomplj-shed in connection with the completion of the general

design memorandum, the benefit-to-cost ratio for the st. charles levee ' ls

4.5 to l .  Land enhancement benef i ts  compr ise 99.3 percent  of  the tota l

---irnnual,benefits,for.the project. r+hile flood d.amages prevbnted:acggunted

for the remaining 0.7 peicent. The economic analysis of the Airlrne
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Highway alinement (Attach 3) reveals that even that alinement suffers

from a similar benefit distribution.

@ : T h e P o n t c h a r t r a i n L e v e e D i s t r i c t e x e c u t e d s u p p 1 e m e n -
t"l 

"r=urat*es 
on 15 October L973, but has not furnished supporting

clocum-ents. They are awaiting a decision concerning the constructicn of

the St .  Char les Par ish lakefront  levee, . fo t  which they have provideo

rights-of-waY, before supplying the necessary documents. The levee

distrj.ct nolv states that they cannot afford the project, and although

the district 's attorney informed then that the district was legally

bound under the supplemental assurance, they would not allow him to

render the opin ion.

In accordance vrith the new payment schedules necessitated by Section 92

of +*he Water Resources Development Act of 1974 - the so-called Hebert

Bil l- - new agfreements were forwarded to the State Department of Public

Works on 28 November l.975, with a request that that agency coordinate

the accomplishrnent of the new agreements. It is anticipated that the

previous diff iculties over the Pontchartrain Levee District assurances

w-il l  be resolved throuqh the new agreement shortly'

4o4 (Attach 5). By tetter dated I october 1975, EPA approved the

areag'ea materials disposal plans for the Chalmette, New Orleans East'

and the Barrier Units subject to the condition that the St. Charles

port ion of  the pro ject  be e l iminated complete ly .  By our  le t ter  i  ) -

15 October 1975 to EPA, we agreed to the condition proposed. We ampii-

f-ied our position that no vrork wil l be done to implertent the St' Charles

levee,  unless extensive addi t ional  s tudies indicate that  the construct ion

would be in the total public interest.
a

Our posi t ion on the e l iminat ion of  th is  feature is  basical ly  as fo l lows:

a. Further environmental studies are required before any decision

on the construction of the levee can be made. Construction of the levee

must be shown to be ;learly in the total public interest before any

deeis ion to proceed can b1 " - 'de

b. The impediment of Bayous Trepaqnier and LaBranche in relation to

the Louisj-ana Natural and Scenic Rivers System must be removed prior to

any deeision tr- 'Proceed being made-

levee must
approved

c. Pr ior to anY such decision,
be conducted, because this levee was
by EPA.

f o r  + ' o
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404 proceedings

included in
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ach intended use of any disposal area for

il- we must notifv EPA of 
"i:1^:":;::;';;";;".ibv EPA' Anv

the remaining features-of tr,e proiect arready approved by EPA'

;;'"" ",- r: :: : :liil,# ;"T:I li ::yi:t'q=i,{': :iili ::' i" ln'"=' ll "
tir-.t *r" conditi 1. EpA retains continuing review authority

"it"tr-." 
levee) is beins 

ii:l"::t 
"' 

charles parish-Charles leveg) L:; r .rcrrry "*-.-;^ .-sh.

over our actions wiif iug"ta to st' Charles Par:

e . l t d o e s n o t a p p e a r a c l v a n t a g e o u s t o d r a i n o f f b a d l y n e e d e d e f f o r t
from productive'pt":ttt -(:"o*o1i';;;; "o 

u"tt"iialry unproductive efforts

to obtain attotn"oli;;";-;; *tt-tt ' charles lakefront levee'

f . T h e d e a u t h o r i z a t i o n o f t h e l a k e f r o n t l e v e e n r i g h t j e o p a r d i z e a n y
future efforrs to accomplish an ^ii"t""tu "fi""it"i 

wiifrout the necessity

for additional 
"""gt"==ional 

authorization'

:l:",o!r,T"ll"*t";?xiii".ol"l,?:"H:'"lj:l,i:li::ii:::ijil-'ti;'l::*"'
f i led sui t  rn u>

parish fotlows, 
irir. the coi-irL ";J"ii 

i"l:iu:lis from procee'dins with the

:::i::: H;' :,=H: hil:l: :' :lifi "1*::!ti*;i':il' ":i'":i'"i:il#ti'"''"'
St. Charles portion of ttre pt"ittt- n" '!fi*i"*tta t"*pletely'-from the

project.,, rhe Dis:r,1:: ::.r1"::I;,::i"uxi"'-uJ-o"oinev's 
office' must

3l3ill';"*i'j="1*n;;;; bv 3 t'ei:ruarv 1e75'

p-lrlclic vievr*q: (Aftach 6] .^ 
":l:-.i l 

environmental organizatl"l"l*:"th 
as the

St. Charles 'Envlronmental coor,'i i, and the.Bonnei6"''. ' Rod and Gun Club

have for sone time opposed tfr".ilf."front alinement' while supportittS ?t

Airrine Hijhway 
'iir-iisrr*av 

61)'lii".*.".. rhev also favor 1,-1?tttotto*

on a1l constructi"" ""it"iies 
in the Lake Maurepas' Pontchartraln'

catherine, "ornrrl-u=i.,.rv, 
porraini'-att" pt"p"t"til"'of a cumulative envirson-

mentar sraremenr for rhe .:::i:i"j##H"?[,:]f$r3i :::-r::i":il":i
oi n*ri. Meeting on the Prol ec

artachment o to Lri""arra. tl::J .ri.*=. other l""lt"*tntal organizations'

as welt as the 
"""i=i.". 

w*driie "rra 
,itttttt::;;;is"io"' 

the National' -

Marine risireries serrrice, the ui"ri=i and wirdrife service' and the us

Environmental 
protection ag.rr.y-t-"""t iftt tfi*i""iion of he St' Charles

Parish lakefront levee'
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