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The Hcrrorabl.e George Fischerr Secretary

Departrnenl r:f Transpo::b-ation & Devel-op:rrent

State of Louisiatna
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Baton Rouge,. Louisiana 70804

Dear I'Lr. Fischer

Federal Judge Charles Schr,rartz has issued an in'iunctj-on agai'nst f.urtJrer

rvork on the Lake Pontchartrain and Vicj-nity Hurricane Protection Project

until the U. S. Corps of Engineers plrepares a supplernen{-al envii:onmerrtal'

impact statement. rhis supplemental EIS will. probably reqr:ire er niinimunt

of two years to cornplete and r feel confident that upon its compl'etion vre

face another series of J-engt-hy courLsuits befoxe an1' f:urthe:: wo-r:Jc can be

done on the major port ions of this protect ion plan for or leanst Jeffersorrt

st. Bernardl st. r-**.ty Parishes and ihe other parishes that sttrround tlrc:

This project \^ras originall"y estimatedn in 1961;. tcl cost alrprc,ximatel"y

85 roiLlion dollars. Because of construction delays arrcL inf lation the

projectrs cost is now est jmated to be in excess of 400 nr i l l ' i 'on i jo]- lars.

St. Tarunany Parish has refused to pay its shat:e of the pr:oject and

Governor l4cKiethen, by Executive Ord.er, assigned this sha"r:e of the cost

of the protection plan to the Department of Fublic worJcs " 
'tTrc Portt-chalttrait'r

Levee District has exhausted its funds that rvere av:lilabl'e for t.he project

and Governor Edrvards has signed assllrances r'rith 't"lre LJSCE ttral-- the state

will pay for portions of the project. The Lake Bor-qrre I:GV€e tlistrict- is

in arrears on its share of the project and it.is c1uesl'-;lonable rvhether it

will be able to make its Pa1'rnents

The Orleans Levee Boardts share of the project a;--ry2roxitnaLes 67ea of

l-ocal- participation. As of this date, if the::e a]:'e no further delays irr

the project, vre estimate tllat we rvill have jus'L etrough money to pay our

shareo which at this t ime is est imated to be $BBr3B0r00O, Any clelay vrhi .ch

will inflate the cost of the prcrject in excess of tlre 400 mil-li-orr dol-lars

novr estimated vrill place the cost beyond our ab.il:Lt:y t'-o pay-
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tllrat this probably means is that the project as it has been developad

by the uscE by congressional, nandate is no longer viable.

f respectfuLly request tirat a meeting be set iu your office in Baton

Rouge. with the pirties invoLved, to discuss the future of this projec[

and the direction we should fol-Iow. The Governor certainly should be

made aware of the status.as it now exists-
a '

Attached is a l-ist of people whom I beLieve shoulcl be invited' to thi"s

meeting. A copy of this Letter has been sent to'each of the people on

this f.ist

$eMIEUX

See Attached list


