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March  15 ,  1978

Colonel  Ear IY J .  Rush
D is t r i c t  Eng inee r
New Or leans Dis t r ic t
Corps of  Engineers
Pos t  O f f i ce  Box  60267
New Or leans '  Lou is iana  70160

Dear Colonel  Rush:

Dur ing the recent  Hurr icane Barr ier  Hear ings i l  New
Orleans,  t ie  members of  the Water  Resources subcommit tee
rest ra ined themselves f rom ask ing many quest ions on the
ground that  added quest ions could be answered by
r i i tnesses in  wr i t ing fo l lowing the hear ing.  Accord ingly
I  have enclosed a l is t  o f  quesLions which I  hope you wi l l
have answered for  us at  your  ear l iest  convenience.

Thank you and with warmest personal  regards,  f  remain

S incere ly ,

RLL: bm

Enc l .



. .  '  .  - . .  ;

1 )  Ma ly  pe rsons  i n  S t "  Ta rnmany  Par i sh  fea r  a  so -ca l l ed  "end -

aro ' ' . rnd. i  e f fect  f rom Lake Poncha: : t ra in  waters.  I low was such

an  e f fec t  f e t t  by  the  a rea  a t  t he  t ime  o f  Hur r i cane  Cami l l e?

2)  In  the eastern Sect ion.  Of  St .  Tanrrnany Par ish,  rvhere Such
e f fec ts  a re  mos t  f ea red ,  wha t  i s  t he  e leva t i on?  Wha t  i s  t he
e leva t i -on  o f  S l i de l l ?

3 )  I f  t he  ba r r i e rs  were  i n  p lace ,  and  a  seve re  ra ins to rm
occured over  a per iod of  severa l  days in  the Lake
popchar t ra in  and watershed v ic in i ty ,  what  would be the maximum
inc rease  i n  La ]<e  Ponchar t ra in  wa te r  l eve l?

4J  Wha t  a re  the  expec ted  e f fec ts  o f  open ing  the  Bonne  Car re '
sp i l lway af ter  heavy ra ins? Dur ing otherwise normal  condi t ions?

5)  Hovr  f requenLly ,  and to  what  extent ,  has the Corps of
Eng inee rs '  Mob i l e  D is t r i c t  o f f i ce  been  consu l ted  abou t  t he
Hurr icane Protect ion Plan?

6)  Wha t  1s  the  feas ib i l t i y ,  bo th  s t ruc tu ra l l y  and  economica l l y ,
o f  shee t  p i l i ng  i n  t he  cons t ruc t i on  o f  h igh  l evees?

7' )  Are shor ter  levees a feas j -b1e approach to  pr :o tect ion in
the  Par j . s  Road ,  Or leans  Par i sh ,  a rea?  The  fo r t y  A rpen t '  S t .
Berr rard Par ish,  area? And w|at  would be Lhe cost  o f  such
l -evees?

8)  l ihat  was the date of  the last  meet ing between the Corps
of  Errg ineers and navigat ional  in terests  in  the Lake Ponchar t ra in
area? Are any meet ings p lanned for  the fu ture?

9)  Do you fee l  that  a  new study of  the h igh levee p lan might
produce new economic ev idence regard ing the i r  cost? Why?

f0)  How much woulo a complete mathemat ica l  model  o f  the
I lur r icane Protect ion Plan cost? How long would i t  take? Whc>
would you recommen"d for  the job i f  i t  was funded?

1I)  Why is  the proposed Nat ional  Weather  Serv ice mathemat ica l
model  not  be inq consi -dered?


