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b. The modified construction plan will not materially alter the

. scope of the authorized plan of improvement. The high level levee plan

will cosat less €O complete ($628 million vs. $743 million) and will
reduce the potential for catastrophic flooding earlier than the
originally conceived barrier construction plan. The principal change in
the plan ig that the barrier at the Rigolets and Chef Menteur Pass will
be deleted. The high level levees will follow the original levee
aligoment and will not invoelve aubstantially greater land acquisition or
displacements of homes and busipnesses., While the levee heights will in
fact be raised, this elevation is not considered gubstantial when viewed
in context of the levee raising planned to occur ynder any circumstances

{n counection with the overall barrier construction plan.

c. The high level levee plan will not involve a change in legal
relationships. Local interests are required to provide lands, . ,
easementn,'righcs-of—way, and relocations normally associated with flood
protection projects, and to otherwise contribute {n cash or equivalent
work an amount gufficlent to bring their share to 30 percent of the
rotal construction cost of the improvements. This requirement will apply
equally to the high level levee plan,

1 urge you to give the matter highest priority, and provide me your
further guidance 80 that we may continue to process the decision
documents on this important projeect. .

3 Incl _ J. K. BRATTON
As stated Lieutenant Qeneral, USA
Chief of Engineets




