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.  The USGS currently collects, 
stores, and provides streamflow 

data from over 7,800 streamgages 

San Francisquito Cr.  
nr. Stanford, CA 

Pacific Cr. nr Moran, WY 2 



 

Streamgaging Partnerships: NSIP, CWP, 
Other Federal, Regional, Tribal and State & 

Local Agency 
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All USGS Streamgages fall under the 
NSIP’s umbrella – differentiated mainly 
by funding source. 

Partner funded 
Includes CWP, and over 850 OFAs, State, 
and local agencies 

NSIP fully Federal funded for 4759 planned 
streamgages 



 

Streamgage Network Instability 
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USGS - 
Coop 

$26.5, 
17% 

USGS- 
NSIP 
$27.1, 
17% 

OFA 
$28.4, 
18% 

State, 
Local 

$76.5, 
48% 

Funding for USGS Streamgaging 
Program - FY 2011 $158.5M  
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USGS Federal Funding  

 1997-2012  

National Streamflow 
Information Program 

Cooperative Water Pogram 

Full NSIP Funding = $122 million/Yr 
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SECURE Water Act of 2009 

-- NSIP Authorization 
  
 

 Network enhancement.-- In general not later than 10 years after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall increase the number of streamgages 
funded by the national streamflow information program to a quantity of not less than 4,700 
sites; and ensure all streamgages are flood-hardened and equipped with water-quality sensors and 
modernized telemetry. Each site described in subparagraph shall conform with the National Streamflow 
Information Program plan as reviewed by the National Research Council.  

   

 The Federal share of the national streamgaging network established pursuant to this subsection 

shall be 100 percent of the cost of carrying out the national 
streamgaging network. In general, except as provided in subparagraph (B), there are 
authorized to be appropriated such sums as are necessary to operate the national streamflow information 
program for the period of fiscal years 2009 through 2023, to remain available until expended. 

   

  Network enhancement funding.--There is authorized to be appropriated to carry out the network 
enhancements described in paragraph (4) $10,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2009 through 2019, to remain available until expended. 
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National Streamflow 
Information Program 

 Program Mission:  
 
 ….. to provide the streamflow information 

and understanding required for national, 
State, and local economic well-being, 
the protection of life and property, and 
efficient and effective water resource 
management.  
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Stakeholder Support 

 SECURE Water 
Act 
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Threatened/recently discontinued 
streamgages as of 5/31/2012 
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Threatened/endangered streamgages operated by the 
USGS – 58; 147 recently discontinued  

    

Threatened  

    

Endangered 
Recently-
discontinued 
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Discharge (387) 

Stage-only (17) 

NSIP Streamgage (81) 

TOTAL - 404 



 

USGS Streamgage Funding 
2009 USGS Streamgage Network 
Funding ($146M, 7663 streamgages) 

USGS Streamgage Network with a fully 
funded NSIP ($163M, 9387 streamgages) 

OFA 
Funds 
 $30.2 
 21% 

USGS-
CWP 

 $25.1 
 17% 

State 
and 
Local 
Funds  
$69.0  
47% 

USGS-
NSIP 
 $22.0 
 15% 

OFA 
Funds  

$18.1M 
 11% 

USGS-
CWP  

$25.0M 
 15% 

State 
and Local   
$25.0M 
 15% 

USGS-
NSIP 
 $95.4 
59% 
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Questions/Comments 
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