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Regional Sediment Management (RSM) 

“Operating Principles”
· Recognize sediment as part of a system and as a valuable resource that is integral to the economic and environmental vitality of the Nation.  
· Proactively evaluate the utilization of all sediment resources for implementing sound RSM practices.

· Identify sediment issues and opportunities in their broadest context

· Develop plans to resolve issues and exploit opportunities

· Strive for balanced, economic and environmentally sustainable solutions to sediment-related issues through integrated management of sediment from upland sources to estuaries and within coastal zones. 

· Strive to achieve balanced sustainable solutions to sediment related issues
· Seek opportunities to implement RSM plans, practices, procedures to improve sediment management 

· Integrating and balancing objectives and leveraging resources require involvement of external/internal partners and stakeholders. 

· Identify internal and external partners and stakeholders 

· Partner with stakeholders to identify balanced objectives and leverage resources.

· Coordinate and communicate with partners and stakeholders in the evaluation, formulation, and implementation of RSM plans, practices and procedures.  

· Project decisions involving sediment must consider the regional implications beyond the local site, including intended and potential effects, and over long time scales (decades or more).

· Apply RSM principles to the entire watershed or littoral system and include consideration of geomorphic, hydrologic, and environmental effects throughout the system during project evaluation.

· Evaluate the impacts of individual projects on adjacent projects and the regional system.

· Monitor implemented projects to evaluate the physical, environmental, and social impacts of our actions at the local and regional scales.  
· Seek opportunities to improve project efficiencies and minimize negative impacts.  
· Take every opportunity in project development to implement the RSM principles and be effective stewards of sediment and related resources.

· Apply technical knowledge, tools and use available resources to understand the dynamics of local and regional systems prior to and following actions to improve the management of sediment.

Notes:  
The Principles span

· time scales – immediate, short term, long term,

· spatial scales – intra-project, inter-project, outside project

· hydrodynamic and geologic systems – coastal, estuarine, riverine

· stakeholders – Fed, non-fed

· sizes of material – sand, gravel, fines

