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i LMNED-pp ' | 21 July 1967

[

My, Nevilie LeVy, President
Equitable Equipment Company , Tne.
o 410 Camp Styeet
oy  New Orleans, Louisiang 70130

i, _ Dear Mmr, Levy: ;

s _ - This is in reply to your lettey dateq 13 Juiy 196T\relative to the

i "Lake Pontchartrain, La. ang Vicinity,” project, - - T
Your letten

namely, the epy

. gatign,Caqal VIHNG) 5 art 1 the Seabrook'Lock,-6niriparian
~in&ustrial?plants loc ted ¢ lwarg - the levee alignment; and the
adequacy of tha autho g h Seabrook Lock to meet pro-

The project authorizatiop by 89-298 yag based on the report "Lake
Pontchartrain, La. ang Vichity dateqd November 1962, Subsequent
to Completion of the report, ang pPrior to ang after Project authorigg.-
tion, Personnel of this office have participateq in numerous pubyje '
meetings rop the burpose of_publicizing the plan. !

design ang constuction, The State of Louisiana, Department of Public
Works, on 2 November 1965, wag designateg "...the agency to coordinate
the efforts of local,interests and to gee that the local Commitments are

L6 oot Locos Sor -
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REPRODUCED AT THE NATS
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IMNED-pp
Mr. Neville Levy

The Seabrook Lock is an intcgralﬂpart;of“thé‘ﬁaké Pontchartrain
barriet;iand,falong With coniyra] structures at Chef'Menteur'Pass and the
‘Rigoletg and the barrijer cmbankmcnts; will function, by exclusion of
tidal inflow, to maintain g near-normal éverage elevation in Lake
Pontchartrain during the passage of hurricanes, The maintenance of a
normal elevation in Lake Pontchartr&in during hurricanes is essential to

brotective system agq high as 17 to~l8‘feet'wonld be required.- These
grades are S much as 7 feet higher than those Tequired with the
barrier jp place. A plan of Protection not utilizing‘thejbarrier . :
concept and providhg higher levees.waS'evélﬁatéd in thevoverall'qtudiesv
for.the projeqt,now authorizcd,,but'was rejected because it,involved'

eXCessive costs and’wouldcrequire a much longer period to construct,,
~ The designﬂconcept'of a’cbntrollod leVel-iniLake Pontchartrainzxquires
 that control he pProvided for'all_water courses'connecting Lake - .-

Pontchartrain with Lakc‘Borgne, and elimination'of'thé Seabrook Lock
would, in‘effect, Negate the bases for the barriey plan, -

The Seabrook Lock, in addition to controlling hurricane inflow,
will function to provide & salinity regimen 3ip Lake Pontchartrain more
favorable to fish ang wildlife ang other renewable résources suych as
clamshells, and to mitigate €Xcessive Currents in the IHNC. g

The ovérall €Xposure, to the threat of hurricane flooding, of the
area between the existing levees along the IHNC from U.s. Highway 9o

quential.

As indicateq above, the loWered controlling elevation of the
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REPRODUCELAT THE NATIONE

i

i Redinsure an adenuate flow 9n the
Hodring smaller hurricanes oceurring
ke Tantchartyain .

v the protective works in the vicinity of
came as that of the existing levee,

iLion for many years. . This alignment

“iiroapproval of the Orleans Leves

stricth, docal spansee o0 1. nrogect. o It is recognized that

! increasineg the SR AR ¥ Nz levee to enhance. the protection

; P prorides in-thn;dnquv 3 ladeard;of it ihQVitably aggfavates_

P LEhe Fleod thpeat gy o dpposite’Sidéof,the,levee: However,

i in,viewhofrthe urgent e b wrotectkthe‘densély populatéd areas of New
Orle: ‘fud'ccnsiderinﬁ’thﬁ arproval oft thé alignment'by local sponsors

¢ Ve consider. that our obligation is to proceed with con-
struction of the authorized imrrovements ag rapidly as practicable.

The matter of the proper size for the Seabrook Lock insofar as the
requirements of navigation are concerned cannot be considered inde-
pendently of the navigation structures to be provided under the project
at Chef Menteur Pass and thieRigolets, inasmuch as it is evident that s
single opening wider tlian the 3h feet authorized for the Seabrook and
Rigolets locks is all that can he 3upported. As we explained in our
letter of 26 July 10 6, consideration is being given,in detailed
planning of the nroject, to rroviding a wider opening at either lock or
at the navigable Tloodeata fo be constructed at Chef Menteur Pass. It
is reiterated that we shall be pleased to consider all information
sunporting the need Tor a wvidth in excess of 84 feet which you may submit.

present time.  However, we shall be pleased to meet with you and others
similarly situated. af your convenience, to discuss all matters relating
to the Zeabrook Loclk and the aeffect of the overall'Lake Pontchartrain,
La. and Vicinity," Drbject on the flood hazard to properties located
along the Inner Harhor Navigation Canal outside the leved svsten.

We consider that a mublic hearing would be inappropriate at the

Sincerely yours,

THOMAS J. BOWEN
Colonel, CE
District Engineer




