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6. l { i l l  th is only produce one foot of  water in

Yes, this is r , 'hat our studies have revealed;
above elevat icn 9 wi l l  remain the same.
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How of ten wi l l  the levees have to be ra ised dur ing construct ion?

After  the in i t ia l  construct ion is  accompl ished there wi I I  be two addi t ional

l i f ts  that  wi l l  be requi red to br ing them to the proper grading.  I t  ta l :es

a number of year:s for all the subsidence to take place and in the meantime

we are work ing on other  levees in  the system; the subsic lence depends on
the area rvhere the levee is  located and the type of  so i l  but  i t  does take
a number of years for the settlem,ent to tal:e p1ace. If lren a levee is built
we build it about a foot above the levef that we want it to be and, there
wi l l  be cont inued subsidence.  There wi l l  a lso have to be some maintenance-

2. How long wil l the locks be operational during normal periods of t ime? (l{r. Ducot

The operat ion of  the Seabrook Lock wi l l  deperdupon the veloc i ty  of  the wind. ,
as wel l  as the ra in,  t ida l  exchange at  that  par t icu lar  locat ion.  I t  vr i l l
tend to be operated more of ten than the one at  the Rigolets. '  I ' ie  est imate
at  the Rigolets,  for  example,  i t  wi l l  possib ly  be operated about  f ive hours
per day out of one half of each month. 

:.
3 .  Could the gates at  the Rigolets and Chef  be designed so that  smal l  p leasure

craft coulcl go through without using the locks? (I\1r. Ducote)

The f lood gate st ructure wi l l  not  be navigable at  a l l ;  the only navigable

channel  at  the Rigolets wi l l  be the lock,  there wi l l  be no other  \e-ay to get

through.  There wi l l  not  be a lock at  the Chef ;  there wi I l  be a gate that  is
open at  a l l  t imes,  th is  wi l l  even be dur ing h igh veloc i ty  t ida l  in f low and
t idal  out f low.

Is it feasible to rnove the Seabrook structure to some point in the I,IRGO and,,
secondly,  i f  not  have you considered the navigat ion hazard of  the Seabrook
structure and working oui sone forebay apparatus that would be safer for
navigat ion.  (Mr.  Lennox)

Vie had hoped. that an alternative would have provided the lock within the
MRGO port ion i tse l f ;  we concluded,  based on our  < les igns and cost ,  that
i t  was more economical  to  pnt  t -he lock at  the Seabrook locat ion.  As far
as  t he  second  pa r t  o f  t he  ques t i on ,  we  a re  p lann ing - to  cons t ruc t  a  b reak -
water vrhich woul"d be l-akcward of the lock in or<ler to provide a r:rotect,ed

ffi :" :.tt:':. .*'*ment or l{j-shway so netween the cher and the Risotets,
meaning  jus t  l i ke  i t  i s  ncw? (Sen.  H ickey)

Basical ly yes; in most of the heavy storms and hurr icanes water does go over
Highvray 90 and it is expected, in our time, that it will overtop Highway 90
at some point and t ime for a br ief  per iocl .

5 .



I

Is  th is  goinq to rcqui re exPropr iat ion of  property  in  the Chef  or  Rigolets

area? (Sen.  I I ickeY)

The acquisi t ion
local interests
for the barrier

of real  estabc for the project is the responsibi l i ty of

and in this part icular case the acquisi t ion of real  estate

is h'eing hancllerl by the Orleans Levee Board.

Mr. LeMieux: yes, there will be property that the Levee Board rvill have to

expropriate. Vie are attempting to buy it and have already obtained the

rights-of-rvay bn the vrest side of the Chef complex leading up to the Chef

barrier. I.le are negotiating norv for the rights-of-way on the east side

of the chef ancl  we wi l l  be going into the Rigolets area short ly.  r f

we have to expropriate we will but so far we have been able to get the

property by buying and paying fair market price for it '

g. fsn,t most of the land around the Chef ownecl by the State of Louisiana?

No, not in the direct ion that this project wi l l  go in.  A lot  of  the property

is owned by the railroad, hunting and fishing clubs and campsi lve are

attempting not to have to move people from their camPs'

9. Horv far,  or hor. ,  many feet f rom the.Chef Pass wi l l  there be inf i l t rat ion?

At least I r0O0 feet and perhaps further.

10. Regarding the effect of  the t ide going through the ba::r iers -  i t  now goes

rushing in and out and when the opening is made srnaller it is bound to have

some effect on this t ide, i ron' t  i t?

There wi l l  be an increase in the veloci ty of the f low during the t idal  exchange-

On the average the tidal velocity at the location is on the order of about

two feet per second during tide exchange and vre expect that with the structure

in place the veloci ty wi l l  increase to about 6 to 6 I /2 feet per second

through the structure i tsel f ;  back from the structure the veloci ty wiI I  go

back to its original flow of about tryo feet per second.

1I.  I f  the Rigolets is,  for example, I ,O0O feet wide and 30 feet deep and you

are going to shrink the passage of water to about 30 to 35 percent of that

area would it satisfy more people if you put flood. gates over the entire

structure at the Rigolets and not build these earthen dams? and how much

more money are You talking about?

We would be talking about a consiCerable amount of money in order to accomplish

that type of span. Through our moclel test we are trying to come up vrith a

structure that would give us approximately the tidal and water exchange that

.  occur  na tura l l y  in  the  R ic jo le ts  and a lso  the  Chef . . . I ' Ie  ach ieve  bas ica l l y  90 t

of nornal t ransfer at this part icular locat ion; f rom an economical stanCpoint

that is an acceptable level.  We f ind that at  gOsa we are not going to adversely

affect the ecological regimen. ue find that from an econornical standpoint vre

are producing the type of protect ion that we feel the New Orleans area needs,

or the Lake pontchartrain area needs. This is a project where 30t of aI I

project costs are borne by the local people and 70E" of the cost are from

federal  funds.



I
l. ir. LeMieux: The cost is broken dorsn betrveen the various parishes and is

based on the economic benef i t  each parish wi l - I  get f rom the project.  Ti ' re

total  local share is 30t;  of  the total  local share from the f ive parishes

around the lake, the Orleans Lcvee Roard is paying around 708 of the 301 be-

cause Orleahs Parish gets t |e biggest benef i t  f rom the project.  This project,

because of inf lat ion, depreciates somervhere between 20 and 30 mil l ion dol lars
per year. The dollars that the Orleans Levee Board has are limited and our
projection shows that we are able to make all the pa)ments necessary and

sign an act of assurance rvith the fed,eral government that we will pay our

share based on the project 's est imated cost plus normal inf lat ion and the

number of years it will take to complete it if we do it now. If we have

a delay of a year or t rvo then tve can forget about this project 's complet ion;

we would need nerv legislation of some kind because the Orleans Levee Board,

wpuld not be in a position due to inflation to meet its share of the money.

L2. A lot of people clo not understancl talk about hydrolics and costs of this
project; who is going to tell these people vrhere they should 9o during a

hurr icane i f  this project does not go throug? what about peoplers l ives?
(14r.  Sanders)

Yes;.peopte's lives are very important and I think that is the key to the
whole thing.

13. What are the leves of differences in the lake? (l'1r. Perez)

would expect that the level would be about 2 feet.

your studies, according to the tides how long wouLd these structures

closed?

That rvould depend on the storm. The average life of a hurricane is about nine

days and we estimate that we would have to close the structure about three out

of those nine days. We also estimate that we would, have a serious threat of

a hurricane about every year and a half or two years so you can expect the

structure to be closed about three days every two years or so.

15. According to the shaded area on the chart you would have to close these
gates and that must happen more than once a year?

It would depend on the path of the hurricanei the path might be traveling
parallel or going away from the shorei vre may close it and then open it
irnmediately .

l1r.  LeMieux: I t  real ly depends on the direct ion of the wind and what effects
this has on the t ides.

15. Suppose the USCE has not put into their studies the conditions of any hurricane=
we have had in the past five years? (Mr. Perez)

(So much talking going on at the Board table where the mikes were placed that
we could not pick up this answer.)

L7. What about the cost, you said the high level plari cost one and a half times
more than the barr ier plan, is that ' the ent ire high level plan including the

north side of Lake Pontchartrain levees? (Irtr. Perez)

No, there $tas never  any p lan to have levees on tho nor fh s i ' lo

# ? .
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Do f understand that what is general lv cat led the high J-evel plan does not
include any levee protection on the north side at all; it protects the
south shore only, it does nothing for the north shore?

It  consists of only exist ing levees.

19. If the basic levees today are 14 ft. and you are adding 5 ft. that will rnake
them 19 ft. plus more pumping stations, I understand about six, would. this
cost more than the barrier plan?

The barrier plan has the levee cost plus the structure involved in it.
The thing that causes the high level plan to be more expensive than the
barrier plan is the fact that the cost of raising levees to the extreme
height from these four foundations is extremely expensive and to complete
the high level plan to provicle the same protection on the south shore as
the barrier plan provides would cost more money than it would cost to
complete the barrier.

20. What do the barriers themselves cost?

The barriers cost roughly $150 milr.ion; the barrier plan a little over g3OO
million

You the seabrook Lock structure hag to go anlnray? (t'tr. perez)

Yes, the Seabrook Lock has to go any way because rvhatrs happening in the
Industrial Canal is the flow of water since the I'IRGO has opened up has
created a tidal flow that causes tugs to run into our street bridges,
tearing them up and causing accidents.

22. The Rigorets and the chef structures cost approximatery gt50 nill ion and
this does not include the Seabrook Lock? (ttr. perez)

Between $125 million and $150 million leaving Seabrook Lock out.

23. Then the only reason
is that it would cost
(  Mr. Perez)

rt provides protection for the north shore which they vrould not get otherwise.
And in addition, it improves the drainage syst em of orl-eans and Jefferson
Parishes and you get protection a lot sooner than you would with the high
leve l  p lan .

2L .

you are installing structures at the Chef and Rigolets
more to raise levees and renovate the punrpi-ng stations?

2 4 . Then the only clifference between the
We have never had 19 ft. of water in
happen. (l '1r. perez)

p lans  is '5 ' f t .  o f  water  in  the  lake?
lake so we cannot say what will

tt^/o
the

We have had water to come and wash away the French Quarterrfrom the lake.
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l l ithout the barri€rS 1r'c can expect water of about 13 ft. and that does not

take into consideration the waves running in which they run up the slope

of the levees and then over the top. As the lake gets deeper the waves

get larger so if you design for a 13 ft. wave and you have larger waves

which have 6 ft. on the sloping levee or 9 ft. going up the walls.

26. A lot of the opposition to the barriers seems to be from an ecological

standpoint; during a hurricane how much damage will be done to the lake

if there is no barrier':- I lnedn clamage from force of waves?

I{e had experience with Hurricane Audrey with salt water; when you have

a hurricAne we will stil l have salt wa ter coming into the fresh and

staying but in the case of the barriers we can prevent the salt water

from coming into the fresh water.

Mr. Lel,lieux: The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission is concerned about

Lake.pontchartrain getting too salty, primarily through the Industrial

Canal when water from the MRGO pours into the lake. Part of the project

wilL be so constructed that the !IL&F can Iimit the amount of salt water

that comes into Lake Pontchartrain.

27. From an environmental standpoint, which seems to be the major problem, I

haven for l i fe;  what is the status of the

Since the levees have been bui l t  we

Lake, rvhich meansthat you would have

17th Street  Canal  to  the east ,  every

the di f ference is that your plan wi l l

to existing levees. What I would like

have never knorrlrthe lake to be a
lake ecologically right now? is
threatened or is it a dead lake

VIe are basical ly
national travel
structures both
wi l l  turn in his
necessarily mean

I r ; rve never  hacl  19 f t .  o f  water  in  t l re

to add to the presenL levees from the

levee would have to be increased;  so

increase t t rese levees and acld 5 f t .

to know is what the cost would be?

Lake Erie is beginning to recover, how long it will take we do not know but

take pontchartrain is a very valuable resource. The lake provides a maritime

asset; we feel that it benefits the offshore region as well as what we have

in the lake i tsel f .

2g. Four questions from John Hammond - representing Mayor-Elect Morial

What does Eugene Cronints contract  consis t  of  and when wi l l  i t  end?

When witl the study of the Lake Pont-chartrain baseline be completed?

fs designihg of the structures being done within the USCE and when is

the complet ion date?

d. Between December Lg77' and December 1978 what contracts do you intend to

let and for what amounts?

a .
b .
c .

it merely a bodY of water that can be

like Lake Erie?

looking'into rvhether or not there will be an impact on the

of maritime traffic into and out of our lake through our

at the chef and the Rigolets and at seabrook. I1r. cronin

report by the end of this calendar year but this does not

that his contract ends at this tirne.

We finalizing studies on the baseline contract and will cover a period of about

two years
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T h e b a r r i e r d e s i g n i s b e i n g c l o n e r v i t h j n t h e C o r p s a n d i s u n c l e r
type contract; the completion date is roughly two years'

t{e are in FY78 which started on

and we have about $10 million.

to the levees east of ttre Chef

supltart construction along the

the }IRGO.

October lst and runs through September 3oth

One contract we had this year was relative

and monies in this FY78 budget continue to

levees in Orleans, Chalmette and work along

29. can you speculate on the upcoming court hearing in Decenrber and the Public

I{earing in JanuarY?
ltr. LeMieuxc
We are attenpting to get the public hearing delayed because we go into

court in December ancl if they rule against us then there will be a delay

untit. the corps can come up rvith another design. l{e have been told by our

;;;;;";t that once we go into court thaL we cannot 9o into a public hearing

until the court completes its hearing. If there is a public hearing then

the opposing sicle ritt U" there and will have a field days because we cannot

. be there to present our case. If this project is delayed then it is dead

because we will not have the money.to do it'
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ATTENDANCE I ' IEETING OF I  I  /34/77

l '1r .  & l t l rs.  C. J.  Lauve
Olen LeBl anc
Bruce Sossaman

I.JITI{USCE

Larry t laYne, l ' leather
John l '1oore,  Lake 0aks
Claude  E .  B lancq ,  J r .
Edvrard B. Benjamin
Fred ChatrY
Co l .  E .  J .  Rush
l , l rs .  P .  J .  Poe lman
l l r s .  A .  Re is inq
D.  A .  Ruckman
0rven Odom
Jeff  Floyd
Augus t  Perez ,  I I I
Berne l  Sanders ,  OHSEQ '
Dan  P .  Ke l1y ,  OLB Board
Gera ld  J .  D ' i char rY ,J r .
Cec i l  I ' 1 .  So i leau
Eclrvard Lennox, Lakeshore Property 0rvners Asso.
V ick i  Dours ,  rep resen t ing  Je f fe rson  Par i sh  Counc j l
Joann  Ve lc i i n ,  AOm.  Ass t .  fo r  Counc i lman l4 j ke  Ear ' l y
l , l i l l i a rn  J .  Rapp ,  I l .  0 .  C i t y  P lann ing  Commjss ion
Mrd .  Luc i  en  14 .  Haase
B la ise  M.  Car r ie re ,  Dep t .  o f  S t ree ts ,  C i t y  o f  N '  0 .
Rober t  J .  Gu ize r i x
R ichard  i .K i rschman,  K i rschman 's  Furn i tu re
Pau l  E .  DeB l  anc
l ' l r s .  A .  H.  Reed
t layne C. Ducote,  OLB Board l4ember
James P.  Pere i ra ,  l ' l ew 0r leans  Eas t ,  Inc .
Eve l ' l c l ' l i l l i ams

Bureau
C ' i v i c  Assn .

Sta te  o f  La .  ( represent  Dr .  l . l i l l i am Cher ry )
l,lember

0rven Jones
Red Redman,  Eas t  0 r leans  Gu ide
E.  Car l ton  Gu i l l o t ,  J r . ,  Gu i l l o t ,  Su l l i van
George t ' l j  1  I  j  ams ,  T .  L .  James & Co.  ,  Inc  .
L .  P :  [ ' 1a thews,  T .  L .  James  &  Co.  ,  Inc .
John R.  Hammond,  Represent ' ing  Mayor  E lec t

asked so  many ques t ions

& Vog t ,  Consu l t i ng  Eng ineers

l ' lor ia l  (young man at  Board table t ' rhc
a t  end  o f  meet ing )

Lane  Carson ,  S ta te  Represen ta t i ve  D is t .  99
Char l  es  Emi  I  e  Bruneau ,  Representa t ' i ve  (S ta te  )  D ' i s t .  94
E l l i o t  l . l j l l a . rd ,  P r jnc ' i pa1  Booker  T .  l ' l ash ' ing ton  H igh  Schoo l
James Schr tmaker ,  Ch ie f  o f  Lakef ron t  A i rpor t  Secur i ty
John t l .  Ross ,  OLB Board  l ' l ember
Theodore  14 .  H ickey ,  Ld .  S ta te  Senator
Rene Brunet ,  La te  Ter race  Proper ty  0v tners  Asso.
George  Janv je r ,  J r
Chester C. l r latson
H.  B .  Lansden
George LaBreche
John l , lcNamara
Larry Bodet
0 .  Ke l l y  t l e ld
Lee  Lasse igne
Hel ga l , lh i  t taker
Ph i l i p  l l o rve


