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Fory uye of this form, see AR 340-15, the proponent agency is TAGCEN.

REFERENCE OR OFFICE SYMBOL SUBJECT
LMVPD-P Lake Pontchartrain, La., and Vicinity
, Hurricane Protection Project , _
70 GEN Read ~ FROM C/Plng Div DATE 15 Dec 80 — omti ]

1. We are nearing a critical decision point in our studies for hurricane
protection for the Lake Pontchartrain area. Current studies now indicate
that the comparitive cost of the '"Barrier Plan' and the "High-Level (Levee)
Plan" ‘are about the same.

As you know, the "Barrier Plan" was authorized to provide protection to
of the Lake Pontchartrain area. The High-Level Plan which was considered
an alternative in the early studies provides protection mainly to the

hern part of the Lake Pontchartrain area. Our earlier studies estimated
cost of the High-Level Plan to be 50 percent more costly than the Barrier

though the costs of the two plans are now nearly the same, there are
ther differences of major significance:

a. The High-Level Plan will adversely affect approximately 700t acres
less of wetland.

, b. The overall requirements of local interest will be less for the
High-Level Plan.

c. Additional authorization may be necessary for the High-Level Plan.
4, Some of the major points that will influence our future direction -include:

a. The current court action. Should we discuss our current study findings
with the court?

b. Notification of the local interests and the general public will be
kg | necessary in the near future. How can this best be accomplished?
E‘i\ 2

: ¢. What additional studies will be required to complete Phase I studies
! for the High-Level Plan? How long will these studies take? '

d. If additional Congressional authority is required for the High-Level
Plan, how leng will this take?

‘ e. If the High-Level Plan is considered to be the best solutien, should
we complete the remaining studies for the Barrier Plan?

4. A brief summary (Incl 1) and Fact Sheet (Incl 2) of the major differences
- in the two alternatives are attached.

2 Incl FRED H. BAYLEY IIT
as
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LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN, LA, AND VICINITY

Possible changes to authorized project:

a. Eliminate Chef Menteur and Rigolets Barrier complexes,
b. Raise Lakefront levees about 5.5 feet to provide SPH level
of protection;
c. Relocate St. Charles levee to north of Airline Highwayralignment.

d. Use hydraulic clay fill construction for Jefferson Parish levee.

e. Use I-wall on leveg\with barge berm for Citrus lakefront levee.

Impacts:

a. Gains:

(1) Reduce project completion cost approximately $29 million
(1979 pfice levels).

(2) Reduce average annual cost (0&M, replacements, I&A) approximately
4.6 million to $5.5 million (3-1/8 percent interest).

(3) Reduce direct destruction of wetlands approximately 693 acres
(plus about 29,000 acres indirect).

(4) Reduce loss of habitat approximately 8,458 units annually.

(5) Provide opportunity to restore 1,124 acres of wetlands previously

impacted by construction of GIWW bypass.

(6) Avoid unquantified impacts of barrier complexes on Lake Pontchartrain

ecosystem (400,000 acres).

b. Losses:

(1) 1Increase direct destruction of approximately 306 acres of lake

bottoms.

0 '
Vil



(2) Short term alteration of 3,940 acres of lake bottoms and high
turbidity during construcfion of Jefferson Parish Lakefront levee.
(3) Reduce project flood control benefits approximately $1 million

annually (north shore of Lake Pontchartrain).
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