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April 21, 1999

Licutenant General Joe Ballard, Commander
U.S. Ammy Corps of Engrmzers
20 Massachusetts Avenug, NW
Washington, D.C. 20314-1000

Dear Géneral Ballard:
As you are well gware there ig a great need for a comprehensive, covrdmaled systend of hurricace

protectibn #nd evacustion for the coastal areas of Louisiana. The inadequacy of the existing fearures
was highli by the recent nesr miss of New Crieans by Hurnane Georges, and the devastation

_wrought by Hurricane Mitch in Central America. Predictio s of increased hurricane activity over the

next dedsde further emphasize the need for effective protectou against majot stonns. ft is my sineere
belief that levees and evacustion routes need o be designed for the inevitable catzgory 3 storm event.

In my opinion, expeditiows achievement of this goal depends on the federal govemment, through the
Corps of Engineers, taking the lead in devaloping a comprehensive plar and providing the bulk of the
near term funding for implementation. Local entities (levee boards, parish goveraments and state

i

agﬂncia'f) nead & way to coordinate their disparate interests, resolve cooflicts. aud represent their

needs tg the Corps, They also geed 8 feasible means of financing the local share of the plan's cost.

To facilitate the requisite federal mvolvement, I recommend that the langnage attached be inciuded
in the saction of the WRDA entitled, “Project Awthorizations Subject to a Finsl Report”. Once this
languagh is included m the WRDA, it would be necessary tw get funding n the FY 2000
Approptiations Bill to start the stodies; approximately $2.5 million will be required. The overall cost
of implementing a Category 5 capable plan will of course be determined by the results of the stadies.

The sconer we can get this thing done, the better off our coast will be. Lives and propety are
endangered; cconomic development i stifled, and roulti-billion doflar instvamce and federal emergency
aid payrhents are risked. We can wait until the potentia! for catasirophe becomes 2 reality; or we cm
act now to prevent it. W need the assistance and cooperation of the federa! governmuent if itis to be
accomplished in a reasonable time. Your assistance in obtaining it would be greatly appreciated.
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