
National Committee on Levee Safety Review Team
Section 9003, titled Committee on Levee Safety, of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 2007 provides authority to establish a sixteen member “Committee on Levee Safety,” to develop recommendations for a National Levee Safety Program, including a strategic implementation plan.  The Committee consists of sixteen members, each expert in some aspect of levee safety: one from USACE, one from FEMA, eight from state levee safety agencies, two from the private sector, two from local/regional governments, and two from Indian Tribes. 

The purposes of the Review Team are multiple:

· Achieve transparent coordination with the large number of agencies and organizations that are involved with Levee Safety in some way but may not be represented on the Committee. 

·  Obtain a diversity of feedback on (1) the Committee’s approach to addressing the nine specific goals of the Levee Safety Act (focus of Review Team meeting number one) and (2) the draft Recommendations and Strategic Implementation Plan for a National Levee Safety Program (focus of Review Team meeting number two). 

Throughout this development process, the review team will be given the opportunity to comment on the Committee’s recommendations and proposed strategic plan.  The review process will enhance the Committee’s ability to develop a comprehensive National Levee Safety Program.  
This review team will be comprised of an individual representing each of the various affiliates and organizations in the following list, 

· American Council of Engineering Companies
· American Public Works Association
· American Society of Civil Engineers
· American Water Resources Association
· Association of State Dam Safety Officials
· Association of State Flood Plain Managers
· Central Valley Flood Protection Board

· Department of Transportation
· Federal Emergency Management Agency
· Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
· Federal Highway Administration
· Hidalgo County Drainage District (TX)
· Institute for Business and Home Safety
· Mississippi River Commission
· National Association of Flood and Stormwater Management Agencies
· National Emergency Management Association
· National Park Service
· Natural Resource Conservation Service
· National Weather Service
· National Ocean Service
· Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency
· Seminole Tribe of Florida
· Small Business Administration
· State of Kansas
· State of Louisiana
· State of Pennsylvania
· Tennessee Valley Authority
· U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
· U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
· U.S. Department of Interior
· U.S. Department of Transportation
· U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
· U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
· U.S. Forest Service
· U.S. Geological Society
· U.S. Housing and Urban Development
· U.S. Society of Dams   

Each organization will be asked to assign one agency point of contact for this review team and this individual will consolidate all review comments from the organization they represent.  In addition to the opportunity to comment on materials posted on the website at  http://www.iwr.usace.army.mil/NCLS/ , two review meetings will be scheduled, one on October 30, 2008, and one on December 12, 2008.  
The first meeting on October 30th will be focused on providing input into the project scope and developing key questions that need to be addressed by the Committee.  The meeting will be held at SRA International’s office located at 3434 Washington Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22201, and is scheduled from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
The second meeting on December 12th will be focused on reviewing the draft report.  This meeting will be held at the National Conference Center in Lansdowne, VA.  Directions are available by accessing the National Conference Center’s website at http://www.conferencecenter.com/ .  Review team members are responsible for making arrangements with the National Conference Center if they plan on attending the meeting.  Live meeting technology will be used to broadcast this meeting over the internet for members that cannot attend in person.  Additional details will be posted on the Committee’s website.  Please indicate to the below points of contact if you will be sending your organizational representative to the meeting in person.
At the meetings, review team members will have an opportunity to provide comments directly to the Committee members. We will also establish dates approximately two weeks from the date of each review meeting when consolidated comments will be required. The highly aggressive schedule of the Committee necessitates that feedback keep pace with the Committee products.  Review team members will not be compensated for their efforts
The Committee will post documents for review on the website mentioned above.  Comments should be submitted in the body of the email or as a MS Word attachment to Ms. Linda Manning at linda_manning@sra.com,  with a copy furnished to Mr. Steve Spagna at Steven.S.Spagna@usace.army.mil. Review Team comments should not be submitted directly to any individual Committee member.

